May 15, 2007

FEDERAL
Lorenzo Gomez, Nicholas D. Greenig, Dan-
iel Joseph Kuhlmeier, Gregory J. Rahoi, Wil-
liam Sentner III, David Norman Webb.
PUERTO RICO
Juan Jose Burgos-Velez, Raul Canales-
Mundo, Jose Luis Torres-Martinez.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

DEALING WITH THE HIGH PRICE
OF GASOLINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, since the beginning of the
year, gas prices across the Nation have
been increasing. With the summer driv-
ing season fast approaching, prices at
the pump are again reaching record
highs.

With the price quickly approaching
$4 a gallon, it is time again for Con-
gress to act to help consumers with
this increased cost. High gas prices not
only increase the cost of living for
American families, but increased gas
prices will affect the prices on nearly
every single consumer good on the
market. Working families are not only
paying more at the pump, but at the
grocery store, the pharmacy and the
shopping malls as well.

These increases have a harmful effect
on our Nation’s economy and security.
They make it harder for working fami-
lies to commute to and from work, es-
pecially in cases where public transpor-
tation is lacking. It also increases the
cost for public transportation, which
makes it harder for those individuals
without automobiles to travel.

But we see the effects of high prices
across the board. Parcel delivery rates
increase. Municipalities must increase
their taxes to pay for gas for their
emergency responder vehicles. Our
utilities go up. We cannot afford to
stand by idly as our cost of living
steadily increases for the sake of con-
tinued record oil company profits.

In response to the rising gas prices, I
have requested that the Federal Trade
Commission investigate possible gaso-
line price gouging and hold those ac-
countable who engage in such prac-
tices.

I am also a cosponsor of Congressman
STUPAK’s legislation, H.R. 1252, the
Federal Gas Price Gouging Prevention
Act. This much needed legislation calls
on the FTC and the Attorney General
to investigate possible price gouging,
both nationally and locally, and to
prosecute any group found to be taking
advantage of the American people. As
summer approaches, travel within the
United States historically does in-
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crease. According to the Automobile
Association of America, gasoline prices
may reach an all-time high by Memo-
rial Day.

The time has come for Congress and
the President to work together on a so-
lution for the American people. Earlier
this year the House passed legislation
to repeal tax breaks for oil companies
while devoting more Federal resources
to renewable fuels. I am hopeful the
Senate will quickly act on this much
needed legislation this month.

If we are serious about reducing our
dependency on foreign oil, we must
work with manufacturers and research-
ers to bring renewable fuels to the fore-
front. Our environment and economy
depend on it.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
ensure American consumers are given a
voice about the high price of gasoline.

INVESTIGATING INJUSTICE PER-
PETRATED AGAINST BORDER
PATROL AGENTS RAMOS AND
COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today is the 119th day since a
great injustice took place in this coun-
try.

On January 17, 2007, two U.S. Border
Patrol agents entered Federal prison to
begin serving 11 and 12-year sentences
respectively. I am hopeful that this
will be the month that House Judiciary
Chairman JOHN CONYERS and Senate
Judiciary Chairman PATRICK LEAHY
will hold a hearing to investigate the
injustice perpetrated against these two
U.S. Border Patrol agents.

Agents Compean and Ramos were
convicted last spring for wounding a
Mexican drug smuggler who brought
734 pounds of marijuana across our bor-
der into Texas. These agents never
should have been persecuted. Yet the
U.S. Attorney’s Office granted immu-
nity to the drug smuggler and pros-
ecuted the agents who were doing their
job to protect our borders.

The illegal drug smuggler received
full medical care in El Paso, Texas, was
permitted to return to Mexico and has
sued the Border Patrol for $56 million
for violating his civil rights. Many
Members of this House, including Con-
gressman TED POE, who is a former
judge from Texas, have voiced concerns
about the unfair prosecution of these
agents.

With the troubling revelations sur-
rounding the leadership of the U.S.
Justice Department, I believe it is nec-
essary to investigate the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office in western Texas and the
prosecutor’s actions in this case. Never
in America should the Congress sit by
and allow a breakdown of honesty and
integrity in our Nation’s judicial sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, if the American people
cannot have faith in our Federal
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courts, I am afraid the future of our de-
mocracy is in danger. For the sake of
these agents and their families and the
integrity of our judicial system, I am
pleased and grateful that Mr. CONYERS
and Senator LEAHY will be holding
hearings to investigate the injustice
perpetrated against these two agents.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. I yield
to the gentleman from Michigan, the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, there
are very few instances where I have
had a Member of Congress persist in
the search for justice with the same
zeal as my friend from North Carolina,
and I commend you.

I recall that I had an opportunity to
meet the widow of the slain officer, and
I have talked to the gentleman from
Virginia, BOBBY ScCOTT, chairman of
the Crime Subcommittee, and his
ranking member about the importance
that we pursue at the earliest possible
moment a complete and total inves-
tigation and hearing about the matter
that the gentleman and other col-
leagues that have now joined you have
persisted in.

I congratulate you, and recommit
publicly once again to our search and
pursuit of justice, because if we don’t
protect our border agents and law en-
forcement officials generally, I can
only shudder to think how the safety of
this country will deteriorate.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, reclaiming my time, I am
grateful to the chairman

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. FORTENBERRY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

MONITORING DEFENSE SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, we all re-
spect, admire and appreciate those who
serve in our Nation’s Armed Forces.
Serving in our military is certainly one
of the most honorable ways anyone can
serve our country. I believe national
defense is one of the very few legiti-
mate functions of our national govern-
ment, and certainly one of the most
important.

However, we also need to recognize
that our military has become the most
gigantic bureaucracy in the history of
the world. And like any huge bureauc-
racy, it does many good things; of
course, always at huge expense to the
taxpayer. And like any huge bureauc-
racy, our military does many things
that are wasteful or inefficient. And
like any huge bureaucracy, it tries to
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